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Europe in the sixteenth century, there was a religious, social and
literary revival and reformation in India, but notably in the
Deccan in the fifteenth and sixteenth centuries. This religious
revival was not brahmanical in its orthodoxy; it was heterodox in
its spirit of protest against forms and ceremonies and class distinc-
tions based on birth, and ethical in its preference of a pure heart,
and of the law of love, to all other acquired merits and good works*
This religious revival was the work also of the people, of the
masses, and not of the classes. At its head were saints and prophets,
poets and philosophers, who sprang chiefly from the lower orders
of society—tailors, carpenters, potters, gardeners, shop-keepers,
barbers, and even mahars—more often than Brahmans. The names
of Tukaram, of Ramdas, of Vaman Pandit and Eknath were names
to conjure with, and after a lapse of two hundred years, they still
retain their ascendency over the minds of the people of Maha-
rashtra. The political leaders acted in concert with these religious
leaders of the people. Shivaji's chief adviser was Ramdas, who
gave the colour to the national flag and introduced a new form of
salutation, which displayed at once the religious character of the
movement and the independence of the spirit which prompted it
The first Bajirao Peshwa derived his inspiration from the Swami
of Dhavadshi. Vithal Shivdev, the founder of the Vinchurkar
family, was similarly inspired by his preceptor. Shivaji's character
and his motive-springs of action have been more correctly deli-
neated by Colonel Medows Taylor in his novel than by the his-
torian of the Marathas. Shivaji felt that he had a direct inspiration
from the goddess Bhawani, and in the great crises of his life, he
always guided himself by what this inspiration suggested to him
in moments of intense possession. These influences deserve special
study, because they have left their mark up to the present day on
the aspirations and faith of the people. What Protestantism did for
Western Europe in the matter of civil liberty was accomplished
on a smaller scale in Western India. The impulse was felt in
art, in religion, in the growth of vernacular literature, in com-
munal freedom of life, in increase of self-reliance and toleration;
and the interest of the study is on this account greatly heightened
both to the native student and the foreign inquirer.
IV
One other feature may be noticed, which was at once the
strength and the weakness of the Maratha Power. The history of
the Marathas is a history of confederated states. The central power
was always weak after the death of its great founder. Even Shivaji
was influenced in his arrangements by his national tendency. He

